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As an Indigenous person growing up on rural tribal lands without critical 
infrastructure, I started out as a Chemical Engineer and somehow developed a 
fulfilling career as a Tribal government relations program manager for a national 
security laboratory. My career path was a result of decision making affected by 
rewarding experiences working with Indigenous students and young professionals 
in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematic (STEM) fields; and, from an 
entrepreneurial business development experience, providing internet technology 
services to Tribal Governments. The engineering background and passion to work 
with Indigenous communities and sovereign Tribal Governments led to a two 
decade Tribal Government Relations leadership career. 


My work involves developing trusted relationships with Tribal entities and 
understanding mechanisms to provide technical assistance from world class 
technical experts that are resources for Federal Agencies or the US Congress. The 
intersection of my work to provide technical assistance or to advise Tribal 
information technology departments or companies for resilient critical broadband 
infrastructure is where I worked with Curtis Keliiaa.


Curtis, an Indigenous cybersecurity expert with decades of experience, brought a 
passion and question of “How can I help?” in providing technical expertise to Tribal 
communities. In our over ten years of work together, we coined the phrase “Single-
Point Authority” - meaning that Tribes have single authority across multiple critical 
infrastructure domains that are interdependent.


In retirement, Curtis maintains his passion about protecting tribal critical 
infrastructure and developed a digital strategy board for those that may be 
protectors of digital sovereignty in the future. The Book of Native Nations DREAM 
brings together a lifetime of personal and professional experience to provide a 
unique game style learning experience for advancing Indigenous digital 
sovereignty, security, and resilience.


Sincerely,


Mr. Laurence E. Brown


