Native Nations DREAM
Letter of Support

To whom it may concern, February 17, 2023

| am President at Truckee Meadows Community College (TMCC). TMCC is a
minority serving institution, including a federal designation as a Hispanic Serving
Institution (HSI). A growing number of our students are registered tribal members
in the tribes of the Great Basin: the Northern and Southern Paiute, the Shoshone
and the Washoe. My team at TMCC seeks partnerships to strengthen our
relationships with underrepresented residents and citizens in our region and the
community at large.

Recently, | had the privilege of meeting Curtis Keliiaa, a Washoe Tribe of Nevada
and California tribal citizen, also of Cherokee and Native Hawaiian lineage. He was
traveling to Reno, NV to speak at the 2022 TribalNet Conference. | quickly realized
that our meeting was fated and connected him with my team, including our Native
American student advocate. Mr. Keliiaa is an independent advocate for American
Indian and Native Hawaiian Digital Sovereignty and | have been so pleased to have
crossed paths with him. After speaking with Mr. Keliiaa for a very short time | could
see his passion and commitment to his community and his desire to integrate the
traditional and modern together.

After our brief meeting, Mr. Keliiaa visited the TMCC Edison campus, met with the
team, and shared his Native Nations DREAM (Digital Readiness, Education,
Advanced Modernization) vision; an initiative which plans on obtaining funding to
build and deploy a program that teaches higher level Digital Architecture (coding,
engineering, cybersecurity, networking, computer science). An objective of DREAM
is to secure and enhance digital sovereignty over native owned digital assets,
information, and critical infrastructure. DREAM will ensure that such technologies
can be understood, maintained, and expanded by members of tribal nations
trained and educated in these complex fields of study and practice. DREAM would
not only create opportunities for native learners to access information and
education from remote locations, it would also create new jobs for native
community members.



Since our meeting, a small team of TMCC staff and | have been working with Mr.
Keliiaa to realize his Native Nations DREAM initiative and we hope that TMCC can
play a leading role in making it happen. He is a true joy to work with and an
incredible advocate for tribal nations. As an institution that relies on external
funding, we understand the struggle to create and implement programs from
planning phase to reality. We have begun to use our federal legislative connections
to assist Mr. Keliiaa with accessing federal dollars set aside for tribal initiatives.

TMCC invites our neighboring tribal communities to participate in this effort with
us. At TMCC we are committed to integrating DREAM into our college and are
already making pathways to implement DREAM ideas, such as American Indian
Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) and the Bureau of Indian Education (BIE)
collaboration for community inclusion and DREAM as a student learning recovery
initiative.

Mr. Keliiaa is highly distinguished in his area. Before retiring from Sandia National
Laboratories he led National and Tribal-Cyber technical assistance projects. Curtis
also presented his High-Performance Computing Cybersecurity Analysis Research
and Development Roadmap to the Presidents National Security Advisory
Committee Big Data Analysis Subcommittee, has presented at International
Security Congress conferences, and is a speaker at Tribal technical conferences. In
addition to his advocacy, Curtis serves on the Washoe Development Corporation
Board of Directors, is an American Indian Science and Engineering Society
professional member, and an (ISC)2 CISSP.

| am writing this letter to you today to offer my support for Mr. Keliiaa and the
advancement of indigenous digital equity and education. | have known him for
such a short time but can see how impactful his work is in bringing technology and
access to the Native Nations. TMCC students registered with the tribes in our
region can benefit deeply from our new friend and leader, Mr. Keliiaa. | hope that
he will find the support he needs to implement his Native Nations DREAM initiative
on a wide scale. | can be reached at the contact information below if you would like
to discuss my support of Native Nations DREAM further.

Sincerely,

Dr. Karin Hilgersom
President, TMCC
khilgersom@tmcc.edu
Cell: 775.342.5736
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